Learning Activity:
Political Crime and Terrorism – Snowden Was Justified Debate

The US Department of Labor, US Securities and Exchange Commission, and numerous other public and private entities have programs to assist whistle-blowers safely expose illegal and dishonest acts.  Despite this, whistle-blowers are loved and hated.  While some view whistle-blowers as brave individuals that stand up to corruption, others see them as traders.  

In this activity you will watch a debate surrounding one of the most hated and loved whistle-blowers in recent US History: Edward Snowden.  The debate contains is between experts, including a former Director of the CIA and a former pentagon whistle-blower.  After watching the debate, respond to the questions below.  The debate will last 1 hour 45 minutes.  Please plan your time accordingly.  Below are several links that can be used to watch the debate.  YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO RESPOND TO QUESTIONS BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER WATCHING THE DEBATE.

Debate Links:
http://intelligencesquaredus.org/debates/past-debates/item/1017-snowden-was-justified

http://libproxy.cnm.edu:8080/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.cnm.edu:8080/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=5566&xtid=58360

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtNzubhF12M



	Box A:   BEFORE WATCHING DO DEBATE: 
   Do you believe Edward Snowden was justified in his action of leaking classified documents? Why or why not?






	Box B:   Who is Ben Wizner?  Provide a summary of the arguments he presented.





	Box C:    Who is James Woosley?  Provide a summary of the arguments he presented.





	Box D:   Who is Daniel Ellsberg?  Provide a summary of the arguments he presented.








	Box E:    Who is Andrew C. McCarthy?  Provide a summary of the arguments he presented.






	Box F:      Each side of the debate has some valid points to make.  List and explain no less than two points made by the “for” side (Daniel Ellseberg and Ben Wizner) that you believe are the strongest?







	Box G:  Each side of the debate has some valid points to make.  List and explain no less than two points made by the “against” side (Andrew C McCarthy and James Woolsey) that you believe are the strongest?







	Box H:  Has your opinion changed since answer the question in Box A?  Why or why hasn’t it changed?  Having now watched the debate, provide and justify your opinion.  












